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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1. This office action has been changed in response to the amendment filed on 
5/23/2005. Claims 3, 16, 23, 25, 29 and 32 have been canceled. Claims 35-37 have 
been added. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: "even" should say 
"event". Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Herrod 
et al. (US-6,405,049 hereinafter, Herrod). 

Regarding claim 1, Herrod teaches an information service system comprising a 
database server that receives and stores information on entities within an area, 
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communicates with a mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) and communicates the information on 
the entities to the mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) while within communication range, and an 
operation server that controls the database server and the transmission server (Fig. 5 
[66]). (Col. 8 lines 52-65, Col. 10 lines 25-44 and Fig. 5) Herrod teaches a sudden 
information data transmission device (Fig. 5 [66]), installed within a predetermined area, 
that radio-transmits sudden event information when a sudden event is generated by one 
of the entities such that the sudden event information is transmitted at different times 
than the information on the entities. (Col. 10 line 25 through Col. 11 line 3) The 
information regarding the entities (e.g., store information) is loaded when the mobile 
terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) is docked with the cradle (Fig. 5 [12]). (Col. 6 lines 30-36) 

Regarding claim 2, Herrod teaches a radio data transmitter/receiver installed in 
the data transmission server and the mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) for mutual radio data 
transmission/reception. (Col. 10 lines 36-44 and Fig. 5 [12 & 66]) 

Claim 3 has been canceled. 

Regarding claim 4, Herrod teaches a sudden information data transmission 
device that communicates by short-distance radio transmission. (Col. 16 lines 31-52) 

Regarding claim 5, Herrod teaches a radio data transmitter/receiver installed in 
the sudden information data transmission device to support the radio transmission. 
(Col. 10 lines 25-35 and Fig. 5 [66]) 

Regarding claim 6, Herrod teaches the prescribed location is within the 
predetermined area. (Fig. 5 and Col. 10 lines 25-44) 
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Regarding claim 7, Herrod teaches a predetermined area is a building. (Fig. 5 & 
7 and Col. 10 lines 25-58) 

Regarding claim 8, Herrod teaches a predetermined area is a retail outlet or 
warehouse, which often have outdoor departments and inherently includes the area of a 
building and the vicinity of a building. (Col. 10 lines 25-58 and Col. 12 line 43 through 
Col. 13 line 3) 

Regarding claim 9, Herrod teaches a data transmission server that 
communicates directly with the mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]). (Fig. 12 and Col. 19 lines 
30-54) 

Regarding claim 10, Herrod teaches a data transmission server (Fig. 3 [15]) that 
communicates indirectly with the mobile terminal (Fig. 3 [10]). (Fig. 3 [10, 12 & 15]) 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Herrod teaches a data transmission server that 
communicates with the mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) through a third-party wireless 
communication gateway. (Col. 3 lines 32-61) 

Regarding claim 12, Herrod teaches a method of operating an information 
service system that determines whether a customer is within a prescribed area, 
obtaining information of a vendor from the database server and transmitting the 
information between a data transmission server and the mobile terminal when in a 
prescribed area. (Col. 10 lines 25-58) Herrod teaches receiving sudden event 
information from a network of a specified vendor if the specified vendor generates a 
sudden event. (Col. 7 lines 11-16) Herrod teaches the registering the received event 
information in the database server and radio transmitting the event information to the 
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customer's mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]), located within a range of reception, by 
controlling a respective sudden information data transmission section (Fig. 5 [66]). (Col. 
7 lines 17-49 and Col. 8 lines 52-65) Herrod teaches the sudden event information is 
transmitted at different times than the information on the entities. (Col. 10 line 25 
through Col. 11 line 3) 

Regarding claim 13, Herrod teaches a data transmission server that transmits 
general information to the mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) by a wired or radio medium. 
(Col. 10 lines 25-44) 

Regarding claim 14, Herrod teaches an information service system that receives 
customer information regarding the mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]), with the data 
transmission server while transmitting the general information to the mobile terminal 
(Fig. 5 [10]). (Col. 10 lines 25-58 & Col. 11 lines 27-47) 

Regarding claim 15, Herrod teaches an information service system that 
comprises customer information including Internet Protocol used by the mobile terminal 
(Fig. 5 [10]). (Col. 27 line 25 through Col. 28 line 48) 

Claim 16 has been canceled. 

Regarding claim 17, the limitations of claim 17 are rejected as the same reason 
set forth in claim 7. 

Regarding claim 18, the limitations of claim 18 are rejected as the same reason 
set forth in claim 8. 

Regarding claim 19, the limitations of claim 19 are rejected as the same reason 
set forth in claim 9. 
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Regarding claim 20, the limitations of claim 20 are rejected as the same reason 
set forth in claim 10. 

Regarding claim 21, the limitations of claim 21 are rejected as the same reason 
set forth in claim 1 1 . 

Regarding claim 22, Herrod teaches a method of operating an information 
service system confirming the entry of a customer into a building, obtaining information 
regarding a mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) of the customer, registering the obtained 
information in a database server, awaiting a sudden event from a vendor in the building, 
and transmitting the obtained event information to the mobile's terminal (Fig. 5 [10]). 
(Col. 10 lines 25-58) Herrod teaches a sudden event information is radio-transmitted to 
the customer's mobile terminal, located within a range where reception by the mobile 
terminal is possible, by controlling a respective sudden information data transmission 
section installed within the building and wherein the sudden event information is 
transmitted to indicate a sudden sale occurring in the building. (Col. 10 lines 25-44) 

Claim 23 has been canceled. 

Regarding claim 24, Herrod teaches a method of operating an information 
system comprising knowing when a customer is entering or exiting a building and 
updating a database server with the resultant information of the customer's location 
(Fig. 5 [10]). (Col. 10 line 59 through Col. 11 line 50, Fig. 7 and Col. 13 lines 31-33) 
Herrod teaches a method of judging whether a customer enters or leaves the building 
by obtaining customer information regarding a customer's mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]), 
determining whether the customer information is stored in the database server, 
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temporarily storing the customer information on the server and deleting the customer 
information when the customer leaves the building. (Col. 8 line 66 through Col. 9 line 
13 and Col. 13 lines 31-33) 

Claim 25 has been canceled. 

Regarding claim 26, Herrod teaches a judgment of whether the customer enters 
or leaves the building based on information regarding the mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) 
received from the communication network that can identify the location of the mobile 
terminal (Fig. 5 [10]). (Fig. 7 and Col. 10 line 59 through Col. 1 1 line 3) 

Regarding claim 27, Herrod teaches a temporary registering of information 
regarding the mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) in the database server, if the mobile terminal 
(Fig. 5 [10]) has entered the mobile communications network, and deleting the 
information regarding the mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) if the terminal has left the mobile 
communications network. (Col. 8 line 66 through Col. 9 line 25 and Col. 29 lines 18-52) 

Regarding claim 28, Herrod teaches an information server comprising a location 
server that determines whether a subscriber terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) has entered or left a 
predetermined area, a database server that stores information and a data transmission 
server for communicating stored information to the subscriber terminal if the subscriber 
terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) is within the predetermined area. (Fig. 7 & 16, Col. 10 line 25 
through Col. 11 line 3 and Col. 26 lines 36-43) Herrod teaches an information server 
where the data transmission server communicates with the subscriber terminal (Fig. 5 
[10]) when within communicating range; the location server registers the identification 
information received from the subscriber terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) in the database server 
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when within communicating range and determines when the subscriber terminal (Fig. 5 
[10]) has left the communicating range. (Col. 8 line 66 through Col. 9 line 25 and Col. 
29 lines 18-52) 

Claim 29 has been canceled. 

Regarding claim 30, Herrod teaches an information server where the location 
server receives identification information of the subscriber terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) from a 
network server, if the network server detects that the subscriber terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) is 
located near the predetermined area for a period of time. (Col. 15 line 61 through Col. 
16 line 19) 

Regarding claim 31, Herrod teaches a method of operating an information 
system comprising knowing when a customer is entering or exiting a building, updating 
a database server with the resultant information of the customer's location and 
transmitting information to the subscriber terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) if within communicating 
range. (Col. 10 line 59 through Col. 11 line 50 and Fig. 7) Herrod teaches of 
communicating with a subscriber terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) when within range of a data 
transmission server, registering identification information received from the subscriber 
terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) in the database server, determining if the subscriber has entered a 
predetermined area if the subscriber terminal is not registered, and determining that the 
subscriber terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) has left the predetermined area if the subscriber 
terminal is currently registered with the location server. (Col. 10 line 25 through Col. 11 
line 3, Fig. 5 and Fig. 7) 

Claim 32 has been canceled. 
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Regarding claim 33, Herrod teaches receiving identification information of the 
subscriber terminal from a network server, if the network server detects that the 
subscriber terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) is located near the predetermined area for a period of 
time. (Col. 15 line 61 through Col. 16 line 19) Herrod teaches the network server 
receives identification information of the subscriber terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) if the network 
server detects the subscriber terminal (Fig. 5 [10]) has left the predetermined area after 
being in the area for a period of time and determining if the subscriber terminal (Fig. 5 
[10]) has entered or left the predetermined area. (Col. 10 line 25 through Col. 12 line 8) 
Regarding claim 34, information stored in the database is obtained from vendors within 
the predetermined area. (Col. 10 line 45-58) 

Regarding claim 34, information stored in the database is obtained from vendors 
within the predetermined area. (Col. 10 line 45-58) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Herrod in view of Souissi et al. (US-6,091 ,959 hereafter, Souissi). 

Regarding claim 35, Herrod teaches sudden event information transmissions 
included special offer information, but differs from the claimed invention by not 



i 
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mentioning issuing coupons. However, Souissi teaches a two-way wireless 
communication system for location based message transmission that includes sending 
coupons. (Col. 5 lines 39-65) At the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the sending of coupons of 
Souissi into the information transmissions of Herrod. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do this since providing coupons to a consumer when the 
consumer is physically located near the product can influence what the consumer 
decides to purchase. 

Regarding claim 36, the limitations of claim 36 are rejected as the same reason 
set forth in claim 35. 

Regarding claim 37, the limitations of claim 37 are rejected as the same reason 
set forth in claim 35. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicants arguments filed 5/23/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Pertaining to the applicant's argument regarding "Herrod et al. does not teach or 
suggest transmitting sudden event information as claimed by the present invention" 
(Page 15 lines 4-18), as the applicant mentioned, Herrod does teach a thin client that 
receives much of the information about the entity when it is docked on the cradle (Fig. 5 
[12]). (Col. 6 line 30 through Col. 7 line 49) However, Herrod teaches sudden 
information transmissions about products located near the mobile terminal as it is 
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moved throughout the store and personalized advertising. (Col. 10 lines 36-43 and Col. 
1 1 lines 34-38) Herrod teaches the information includes graphic icons representing the 
products in the area, price, location and special offers provided by the nearest access 
point (Fig. 5 [66]). (Col. 10 lines 45-58) Therefore, Herrod teaches information that is 
transmitted through the cradle and sudden information that is transmitted through the 
access point. 

8. In response to applicant's argument that "the system temporarily goes down or 
loses communication with the terminal and unable to accurately determine the status of 
the customer" (Page 15 line 20 through Page 17 line 5), a recitation of the intended use 
of the claimed invention must result in a structural difference between the claimed 
invention and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from 
the prior art. If the prior art structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it 
meets the claim. In a claim drawn to a process of making, the intended use must result 
in a manipulative difference as compared to the prior art. See In re Casey, 370 F.2d 
576, 152 USPQ 235 (CCPA 1967) and In re Otto, 312 F.2d 937, 939, 136 USPQ 458, 
459 (CCPA 1963). 

Herrod teaches receiving the map information including markers for the current 
location of the mobile device from the host (Col. 10 line 59 through Col. 11 line 3 and 
Col. 13 lines 31-33), which is the server. (Fig. 2a [15]) Herrod teaches a method of 
judging whether a customer enters or leaves the building by obtaining customer 
information regarding a customer's mobile terminal (Fig. 5 [10]), determining whether 
the customer information is stored in the database server, temporarily storing the 
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customer information on the server and deleting the customer information when the 
customer leaves the building. (Col. 8 line 66 through Col. 9 line 13 and Col. 13 lines 31- 
33) 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew C. Sams whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8099. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (571)272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). . 
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